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The General Agreement on Trade in Services: An Analysis of Commitments 
The USITC recently released a study analyzing the schedule of service commitments 
under the GATS submitted by the Buropean Union, Japan, Canada and Mexico. The 
report covers distribution, communication, health care, professional services, 


The Maquiladora Industry Thrives Since the Peso's Devaluation 
The Mexican economy is in recession following the depreciation of the peso 
in December 1994. Nonetheless, the maquiladora sector continues to thrive, despite 
the significant challenges it now faces in trying to comply with Mexican regulatory 


US and EU officials have begun implementing plans for attaining a Trans- 
Atlantic Marketplace characterized by expanded opportunities for trade and 
investment, a goal established by their leaders «i an historic December 
summit. The summit, which launched the more encompassing Trans-Atlantic 


Agenda, energized efforts to attain common U.S.-EU objectives in the 


ITC Releases Report on U.S.-Sub-Saharan Africa Trade 
The USITC recently released the first in a series of five rep orts profiling 
trade and development in 48 countries of Sub-Saharan Africa. 
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they are projected to grow faser than markets in 


is growing slowly compered with that in Asia 
and Latin America, and U.S. firms slready invested in 


Europe have the rights and privileges of any other EU 
finn. 


Yet, the market is the world’s largest and 
richest. Its consumers are good prospects 
for higher-end U.S. goods. EU firms in the business 


and public sector, facing heightened competition in an 
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trade flows during 1990-94 in major sectors, a 
summary of U.S. trade and development programs ir 
Sub-Saharan Africa, a summary of the 


} 


i 


of 
in 
effects on 


| 
: 
i 
: 


| 
f 
1 


78* 
— 


ri 
i 
FE 
EE 
i 


| 
! 
: 
k 


| 
| 
| 
| 


1994. 


The major U.S. export markets in Sub-Saharan 
Africa are South Africa and Nigeria which together 
acxanited for 6) percent of U.S. exports to the region 
in 1994. Major merchandise import suppliers include 
Nigeria, Angola, Sovth Africa, and Gabon, which 
together accounted for 82 percent of U.S. imports 
from Sub-Szharan Africa in 1994. U.S. imports from 
Sub-Saharan Africa under the Generalized System of 
Preferences accounted for 2.7 percent of imports by 
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. 
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amounted to $3.5 billion ai the end of 1993. Of this 
total, $925 million was in South Africa and $527 
million in Nigeria. U.S. direct investment is 
concentrated in the petroleum sector, although the 


amounted to $236.5 million, or 5.5 percent of total 
OPIC assistance in that year. Oil industry projects in 
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the Congo and Nigeria received the largest support 
during fiscal years 1990-94. 

The URA will likely have a negligible impact 
(change of 1 percent or less) on overall 
U.S.-Sub-Saharan Africa trade flows in the following 
sectors: agriculture, forest products, chemicals and 
related products, energy related products, textiles and 
apparel, footwear, minerals and metals, machinery, 
transportation equipment, electronic products, and 
services. U.S. trade in one sector, miscellaneous 
manufactures, is likely to experience a small (from 
over 1 percent to 5 percent) increase after URA 
provisions are fully implemented. 

Achievements under many regional integration 
arrangements in Sub-Saharan Africa have been limited 
to date. Reasons for this limited progress include a lack 
of complementary economies and differences in 
market orientation, market size, government 
involvement, and stages of economic development. 

Structural adjustment programs through which 
countries implement domestic economic reforms were 
initiated by a number of Sub-Saharan African countries 
in the mid-1980s with the support of the International 
Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and donor countries. 
According to a recent African Development Bank 
report, progress in implementing domestic policy 
reforms has been mixed in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Printed copies of the foregoing report, U.S.-Africe 
Trade Flows and Effects of the Uruguay Round 
Agreements and U.S. Trade and Development Policy, 
(Investigation No. 332-362, publication 29.3, 
November 1995) may be ordered by calling 
202-205-1809 or by writing to the Office of the 
Secretary, U.S. International Trade Commission, 500 E 
Street, SW, Washington, DC 20436. Requests may also 
be made by fax at 202-205-2104. The report is also 
available on the =/fITC’s’ Internet server 


(http://www.usitc.gov or ftp://ftp.usitc.gov). 
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